
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Co-operative and
Community Benefit Societies Act 2014, Cross Heading: Offences. (See end of Document for details)

Co-operative and Community
Benefit Societies Act 2014

2014 CHAPTER 14

PART 10

OFFENCES

Offences

127 General offences

(1) A person (whether a registered society, an officer or member of a registered society,
or any other person) commits an offence if the person—

(a) fails to do anything (including giving a notice or sending a return or other
document) that the person is by this Act required to do,

(b) fails to allow anything to be done that the person is by this Act required to
allow to be done,

(c) wilfully neglects or refuses to do any act, or to provide any information,
required for the purposes of this Act by the FCA or PRA or by any other
person authorised under this Act,

(d) does anything forbidden by this Act, or
(e) makes a return required by this Act, or wilfully provides information required

by this Act, that is in any respect false or insufficient.

(2) A registered society commits an offence if it—
(a) contravenes, or fails to comply with, any provision of Part 7 except section 77,

78, 81, 89(1) or 90(1), or
(b) fails to comply with a direction under section 83(3).

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 10 modified by 1979 c. 34, s. 28(1) (as substituted (1.8.2014) by Co-operative and Community

Benefit Societies Act 2014 (c. 14), s. 154, Sch. 4 para. 15(2) (with Sch. 5))
C2 S. 127 applied by 2009 c. 20, s. 44(4)(c) (as substituted (1.8.2014) by Co-operative and Community

Benefit Societies Act 2014 (c. 14), s. 154, Sch. 4 para. 152(2) (with Sch. 5))

128 Offences by societies to be also offences by officers etc

(1) Where a registered society commits an offence under this Act, the offence is treated
as also having been committed by—

(a) every officer of the society who is bound by its rules to fulfil the duty of which
the offence is a breach, or

(b) if there is no such officer, every member of its committee.

(2) In proceedings against a person alleged to have committed an offence under this Act
by virtue of subsection (1)(b), it is a defence to prove—

(a) that the person was ignorant of the commission of the offence, or
(b) that the person attempted to prevent the commission of the offence.

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to an offence under section 127 consisting of a failure
to comply with section 12 or 50(2) or (3).

(4) For the purposes of this section as it applies in relation to a failure to comply with
section 123(3)(a), a liquidator of a society is treated as an officer of it.

129 Continuing offences

An act or default constituting an offence under this Act constitutes a new offence in
every week during which it continues.

130 Misappropriation of a society's property etc

(1) A person who, by false representation or deception, and with fraudulent intent, obtains
possession of any property of a registered society commits an offence.

(2) A person who has any property of a registered society in the person's possession
commits an offence if, with fraudulent intent, the person—

(a) withholds or misapplies the property, or
(b) wilfully applies any part of the property to purposes which are not authorised

by the society's rules or which are not in accordance with this Act.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary conviction—
(a) to a fine not exceeding level 2 on the standard scale with costs or expenses,
(b) to be ordered to deliver up the property or to repay all moneys improperly

applied, and
(c) in default of such delivery or repayment or of the payment of any such fine,

to be imprisoned for a term not exceeding 3 months.

(4) If in proceedings against a person for an offence under this section it is not proved
that the person acted with fraudulent intent, the person may be ordered to deliver up
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any property belonging to the society or to repay any money improperly applied, with
costs or expenses.

131 Falsification of a society's records etc

(1) A person commits an offence if, with intent to falsify a relevant document or to evade
any of the provisions of this Act, the person—

(a) makes an entry in the relevant document,
(b) removes or omits anything from the relevant document, or
(c) orders or allows the making of such an entry or the removal or omission of

anything from the relevant document.

(2) “Relevant document” means—
(a) any balance sheet of a registered society,
(b) any contribution or collecting book of a registered society, or
(c) any return or document required to be sent, produced or delivered for the

purposes of this Act.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.
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