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CRIME AND COURTSACT 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

BACKGROUND

Part 2: Courtsand Justice

Section 20: Judicial appointments

29.

30.

The Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (“the CRA”) made a number of substantial
changesto the processfor sel ecting and appointing variousjudicia officeholderswithin
the United Kingdom. Part 4 of the CRA, which established the Judicial Appointments
Commission, governs the selection process for appointing judicial office holdersto the
courts in England and Wales, together with appointments to specified tribunals in the
United Kingdom. The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom was also established by
section 23 of the CRA. A separate process for selecting and appointing the President,
Deputy President and judges of the UK Supreme Court is governed by Part 3 of the
CRA.

In November 2011, the Ministry of Justice published a consultation document entltled
Appointments and Dlversty A Judiciary for the 21st Century (CP19/2011). The
consultation sought views on legidative changesto achieve the proper balance between
executive, judicial and independent responsibilitiesand toimproveclarity, transparency
and openness in the judicia appointments process. In addition the consultation also
sought views on creating a more diverse judiciary that is reflective of society. The
Government published its responseto the consultation on 11 May 20122, Section 20 of,
and Schedule 13 to, the Act give effect to the aims outlined above.
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http://www justi ce.gov.uk/downl oads/consul tations/j udicial -appoi ntments-consul tation-1911. pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital -communications/j udicial -appointments-cp19-2011


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/20
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/consultations/judicial-appointments-consultation-1911.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/judicial-appointments-cp19-2011

