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Prisons (Interference with
Wireless Telegraphy) Act 2012

2012 CHAPTER 20

1 Interference with wireless telegraphy in prisons etc.

(1) The appropriate national authority may authorise the person in charge of a relevant
institution to interfere with wireless telegraphy.

(2) An interference with wireless telegraphy authorised under subsection (1) may be
carried out only for the purpose of—

(a) preventing the use within the institution of an item specified in subsection (3),
or

(b) detecting or investigating the use within the institution of such an item.

(3) The specified items are—
(a) a device capable of transmitting or receiving images, sounds or information

by electronic communications (including a mobile telephone);
(b) a component part of such a device;
(c) an article designed or adapted for use with such a device (including any disk,

film or other separate article on which images, sounds or information may be
recorded).

(4) The interference with wireless telegraphy that may be authorised by virtue of
subsection (2)(b) is for the collection of traffic data in relation to an electronic
communication and (subject to the provisions of this Act) such an authorisation
permits the retention, use and disclosure of that data.

(5) Conduct to which this subsection applies is lawful for all purposes.

(6) The conduct to which subsection (5) applies is—
(a) interference with wireless telegraphy that—

(i) is authorised under subsection (1), and
(ii) is carried out in accordance with subsection (2) and any direction

given under section 2,
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(b) the retention, use or disclosure of any traffic data, collected as a result of such
an interference with wireless telegraphy, which is carried out in accordance
with this Act.

(7) Section 8(1) of the Wireless Telegraphy Act 2006 (requirement for a licence to
establish or use a wireless telegraphy station or to instal or use wireless telegraphy
apparatus) does not apply in relation to anything done for the purposes of carrying out
an interference with wireless telegraphy authorised under this section.

(8) An authorisation under this section must be in writing.
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