
These notes refer to the Scotland Act 2012 (c.11)
which received Royal Assent on 1st May 2012

SCOTLAND ACT 2012

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS (AND SCHEDULES)

Part 1: the Parliament and Its Powers

Section 11: Antarctica

46. This section re-reserves the regulation of activities in Antarctica. The effect of this
section is that it will no longer be within the legislative competence of the Scottish
Parliament to pass Acts which relate to the regulation of activities in Antarctica. The
Scottish Parliament has never in fact exercised this competence.

47. Subsection (2) provides that the amendment to Schedule 5 takes effect retrospectively,
so that it is regarded as having effect from the date that Schedule 5 came into force.
The effect of this provision is that executive functions in relation to the regulation of
activities in Antarctica are regarded as never having transferred to the Scottish Ministers
under section 53 of the 1998 Act (where they would otherwise have been exercisable
within devolved competence) and always having been exercisable by Ministers of the
Crown.
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