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Legal Aid, Sentencing and
Punishment of Offenders Act 2012

2012 CHAPTER 10

PART 1

LEGAL AID

Criminal legal aid

16 Representation for criminal proceedings

(1) Representation for the purposes of criminal proceedings is to be available under this
Part to an individual if—

(a) the individual is a specified individual in relation to the proceedings, and
(b) the relevant authority has determined (provisionally or otherwise) that the

individual qualifies for such representation in accordance with this Part (and
has not withdrawn the determination).

(2) Representation for the purposes of criminal proceedings is to be available under this
Part to an individual if—

(a) the proceedings involve the individual resisting an appeal to the Crown Court
otherwise than in an official capacity, and

(b) the relevant authority has determined (provisionally or otherwise) that the
individual qualifies for such representation in accordance with this Part (and
has not withdrawn the determination).

(3) Where an individual qualifies under this Part for representation for the purposes
of criminal proceedings (“the principal proceedings”), representation is also to be
available to the individual for the purposes of—

(a) any related bail proceedings, and
(b) any preliminary or incidental proceedings.

(4) Regulations may—
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(a) make provision specifying whether proceedings are or are not to be regarded
as preliminary or incidental for the purposes of subsection (3), and

(b) make provision for exceptions from subsection (3).

(5) Regulations under subsection (4)(b) may, in particular, make exceptions for
proceedings taking place more than a prescribed period of time before or after the
principal proceedings.

(6) In this section—
“the relevant authority”, in relation to a specified individual and criminal

proceedings, means the person who is authorised by or under section 18, 19 or
20 to determine (provisionally or otherwise) whether the individual qualifies
under this Part for representation for the purposes of the proceedings;

“specified individual” means—
(a) in relation to criminal proceedings mentioned in any of paragraphs (a) to

(g) of section 14, an individual mentioned in that paragraph in relation
to those proceedings, and

(b) in relation to criminal proceedings prescribed by regulations under
section 14(h), a description of individual specified in the regulations in
relation to those proceedings.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Ss. 13-20 applied (8.3.2018) by The United Nations (International Residual Mechanism for Criminal

Tribunals) Order 2018 (S.I. 2018/187), arts. 1(1), 29(1)(b) (with art. 3)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– specified provision(s) amendment to earlier commencing S.I. 2016/286, art. 4(1) by

S.I. 2017/225 art. 2

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2018/1125, reg. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of
Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 9(3)(4) inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 25(2)
– s. 9A inserted by 2023 c. 32 s. 89(3)
– s. 9B inserted by 2023 c. 32 s. 90
– s. 10(3A)-(3E) inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 67
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31ZA and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 25(1)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31B and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 57(2)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 19(1A)(1B) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(2)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 19(2A) inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(2)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 19(8A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(2)(c)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 25(1A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 26(1A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27(1A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27A(1A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 25(3)(4) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 26(3)(4) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27(3)(4) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27A(3)(4) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(3)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 30(1A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(4)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 30(2A) inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(4)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 30(3A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(4)(c)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31A(2A) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(5)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31A(3A)(3B) and heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(5)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 19(6A) inserted by 2023 c. 37 s. 56(2)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31C inserted by 2023 c. 37 s. 56(3)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27A(1) inserted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(4) (This amendment comes

into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10 to the Immigration
Act 2016 (c. 19))

– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 11(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/150 art. 4(3)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 11(3A) inserted by S.I. 2023/150 art. 4(3)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 2(1)(b) omitted by 2018 anaw 2 Sch. 1 para. 21(2)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 45(2) omitted by 2023 c. 32 s. 91(2)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 45(3) substituted by 2023 c. 32 s. 91(3)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 26(1) substituted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(2)(b) (This amendment

comes into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10 to the
Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19))
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– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27(1) substituted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(3)(b) (This amendment
comes into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10 to the
Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19))

– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 19(10) words inserted by 2023 c. 37 s. 56(2)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31(1)(a) words inserted by S.I. 2023/147 art. 2(2)(a)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31(1)(a) words inserted by S.I. 2023/147 art. 2(2)(b)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 31(1)(a) words omitted by 2016 c. 19 Sch. 11 para. 2(l)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 45(4) words omitted by 2023 c. 32 s. 91(4)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 26 heading words substituted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(2)(a) (This

amendment comes into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10
to the Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19))

– Sch. 1 Pt. 1 para. 27 heading words substituted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(3)(a) (This
amendment comes into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10
to the Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19))

– Sch. 1 Pt. 3 para. 16A inserted by 2023 c. 37 s. 56(4)
– Sch. 1 Pt. 3 para. 11(b) and word inserted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(6)(b) (This

amendment comes into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10
to the Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19))

– Sch. 1 Pt. 3 para. 8(b) omitted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(5) (This amendment comes
into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10 to the Immigration
Act 2016 (c. 19))

– Sch. 1 Pt. 3 para. 11(a) and word omitted by S.I. 2017/617 reg. 3(6)(a) (This
amendment comes into force on the commencement of paragraph 1 of Schedule 10
to the Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19))

– Sch. 1 Pt. 4 para. 8 inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 66(6)
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