
Changes to legislation: Charities Act 2011, Section 4 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
16 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear

in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Charities Act 2011
2011 CHAPTER 25

PART 1

MEANING OF “CHARITY” AND “CHARITABLE PURPOSE”

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL

Charitable purpose

4 The public benefit requirement

(1) In this Act “the public benefit requirement” means the requirement in section 2(1)(b)
that a purpose falling within section 3(1) must be for the public benefit if it is to be
a charitable purpose.

(2) In determining whether the public benefit requirement is satisfied in relation to any
purpose falling within section 3(1), it is not to be presumed that a purpose of a
particular description is for the public benefit.

(3) In this Chapter any reference to the public benefit is a reference to the public benefit
as that term is understood for the purposes of the law relating to charities in England
and Wales.

(4) Subsection (3) is subject to subsection (2).
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