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DIGITAL ECONOMY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Topic 2: Online infringement of copyright

Section 18 Consultation and Parliamentary scrutiny

87. This section sets out the procedure for approval of a statutory instrument under
section 17. In particular it requires a consultation, followed by the laying before
Parliament of a proposal in the form of draft regulations, accompanied by a document
that explains the proposal and the reasons why the Secretary of State is satisfied that
the tests in subsection (3) of section 17 have been met. There is then a period of 60
days during which the regulations may not be laid. When preparing the regulations the
Secretary of State must have regard to any representations that have been made during
that 60 day period, and to any recommendations of a committee of either House of
Parliament charged with reporting on the draft regulations. When laying the regulations
the Secretary of State must also lay a document that explains any changes made to the
proposal that was laid at the start of the 60 day period.
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