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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6: Education

Chapter 3: General qualifications bodies

Section 96: Qualifications bodies

Examples

• A qualifications body refuses to allow a girl to undertake a GCSE in woodwork because of
her sex. This would be direct discrimination.

• A visually impaired candidate is granted a modified paper (enlarged font) by a qualifications
body in order that she can read her English GCSE exam.

• The regulator publishes, after appropriate consultation, a requirement that qualifications
bodies cannot make reasonable adjustments by granting an exemption from components of
the qualification which exceed a specified percentage of the total marks.

• The regulator publishes, after appropriate consultation, a requirement on qualifications
bodies not to use a specific reasonable adjustment, such as a reader in the independent
reading element of a GCSE English exam. This would not be unlawful discrimination
against a disabled candidate who would otherwise have been entitled to this specific
adjustment.

1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/15/part/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/15/section/96

