
These notes refer to the Equality Act 2010 (c.15) which received Royal Assent on 8 April 2010

EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6: Education

Chapter 1: Schools

Section 85: Pupils: admission and treatment, etc.

Examples

• A school refuses to let a gay pupil become a prefect because of his sexual orientation. This
would be direct discrimination.

• A selective school imposes a higher standard for admission to applicants from an ethnic
minority background, or to girls. This would be direct discrimination.

• A pupil alleges, in good faith, that his school has discriminated against him because of
his religion (for example claiming that he is given worse marks than other pupils because
he is Jewish), so the school punishes him by making him do a detention. This would be
victimisation.

• A teacher ridicules a particular pupil in class because of his disability, or makes comments
which have the result of making the girls in the class feel embarrassed and humiliated. This
would be harassment.
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