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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Equality: Key Concepts

Chapter 2: Prohibited conduct

Section 25: Referencesto particular strands of discrimination

Effect
96.

97.

This section sets out what is meant by references to the types of discrimination referred
to in the Act, so that references elsewhere in the Act to age, marriage and civil
partnership, race, religious or belief-related, sex or sexual orientation discrimination,
include references to both direct and indirect discrimination because of each of those
characteristics respectively.

Aswell asdirect and indirect discrimination, referencesto disability discrimination also
include references to discrimination arising from disability and to a failure to comply
with a duty to make reasonable adjustments; and references to gender reassignment
discrimination also include discrimination within section 16 (gender reassignment
discrimination: cases of absence from work). Finally, references to pregnancy and
maternity discrimination have the meanings derived from sections 17 and 18.
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