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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 11: Schools: exceptions

Part 2: Religious or belief-related discrimination

Curriculum, worship etc.: paragraph 6
Examples

• Under education law, a school must allow Jewish or Hindu parents to withdraw their
children from daily assemblies which include an element of worship of a mainly Christian
character, but it will not be discriminating unlawfully against those children by not
providing alternative assemblies including Jewish or Hindu worship.

• Schools are free to organise or to participate in ceremonies celebrating any faith, such
as Christmas, Diwali, Chanukah or Eid, without being subject to claims of religious
discrimination against children of other religions or of none.
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