These notes refer to the Equality Act 2010 (c.15) which received Royal Assent on 8 April 2010

EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 11: Schools: exceptions

Part 2: Religiousor belief-related discrimination

Schoolswith religious char acter, etc.: paragraph 5

Effect
868.

This paragraph allows schools which have areligious character or ethos (often referred
to asfaith schools) to discriminate because of religion or belief in relation to admissions
and in access to any benefit, facility or service. It means that faith schools may have
admissionscriteriawhich give preferenceto membersof their ownreligionandit alows
them to conduct themselvesin away which is compatible with their religious character
or ethos. It does not allow faith schools to discriminate because of any other of the
protected characteristics, such as sex, race or sexual orientation. Nor doesit allow them
to discriminate because of religion in other respects, such as by excluding a pupil or
subjecting him to any other detriment.
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