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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 11: Schools: exceptions

Part 1: Sex discrimination

Single-sex boarding at schools: paragraph 2
Effect

863. This paragraph provides that a mixed-sex school some of whose pupils are boarders
may lawfully admit only pupils of one sex to be boarders. The exception applies even
if some members of the other sex are admitted as boarders, so long as their numbers are
comparatively small. It allows a school to refuse to admit a pupil to a boarding place
at the time he or she initially joins the school, or to provide him or her with boarding
facilities at a later stage.

Example

• A mixed-sex school has facilities for female boarders and can lawfully state in its prospectus
that males cannot be accepted as boarders.
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