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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 16: General and Miscellaneous

Schedule 3: Services and public functions: exceptions

Part 2: Education

Education: paragraph 6

Education: paragraph 11
Effect

694. Paragraph 11 provides an exception from the prohibition on religious or belief-related
discrimination in Part 3 (to the extent that it is not excepted elsewhere), in relation
to the exercise by any public body of functions in a number of areas that relate to
faith and non-faith educational institutions. In relation to all schools those areas are the
curriculum, collective worship, school transport and the establishment, alteration and
closure of schools; and in relation to schools which have a religious ethos the exception
also applies to admission of pupils and the responsible body of such a school.

Background

695. This provision is designed to replicate the effect of provisions in Part 2 of the Equality
Act 2006. It ensures that policies and practices which relate to things which schools
are allowed to do under the Act do not become unlawful when carried out by public
authorities.

Examples

• A public body will not be open to claims of religious discrimination as a result of its decision
to establish, alter or close a faith school.

• A local authority can select a person of a particular religion or belief to be a governor of
a school with a religious ethos.
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