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EQUALITY ACT 2010

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 12: Disabled Persons: Transport

Chapter 1: Taxis, etc.

Section 161: Control of numbers of licensed taxis: exception

Effect

525. A licensing authority (in England or Wales) cannot refuse to license a wheelchair-
accessible vehicle on the grounds of controlling taxi numbers, if the proportion of
wheelchair-accessible vehicles operating in the area is smaller than the proportion
prescribed in regulations by the Secretary of State.

Background

526. This is a new provision. Section 16 of the Transport Act 1985 permits licensing
authorities to control the number of taxis operating in their areas by refusing licences,
if satisfied that there is no unmet demand for taxis in the area.

527. Section 161 is intended to ensure that licensing authorities in England or Wales with
few, or even no, wheelchair-accessible taxis operating in their areas cannot refuse
licences to wheelchair-accessible vehicles on the grounds of controlling taxi numbers.

Examples

• Owing to a large number of taxis operating in the area, a licensing authority has decided
not to license any more taxis. However, of the licensed taxis, only a few are wheelchair-
accessible. The owner of a wheelchair-accessible vehicle applies for a taxi licence. Since
the proportion of wheelchair-accessible vehicles in the area is below the level prescribed
by the Secretary of State, the licensing authority cannot refuse to issue a taxi licence for the
vehicle for the purposes of controlling taxi numbers.

• Another owner of a wheelchair-accessible vehicle also applies for a taxi licence at the
same licensing authority. However, the vehicle does not meet the licensing authority’s other
requirements, as it is too old. The licensing authority is therefore able to refuse the licence
on the grounds that the vehicle is too old.
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