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MARINE AND COASTAL ACCESS ACT 2009

EXPLANATORY NOTES

SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND

Part 9: Coastal Access

Liabilities

Section 306: Occupiers’ liability

793. The CROW Act amended section 1 of the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1984 in certain
respects including by removing the liability of occupiers of access land to those
exercising the right of access, and to trespassers, in respect of risks arising from natural
features of the landscape “or any river, stream, ditch or pond whether or not a natural
feature”. This exclusion of liability is subject to certain safeguards and does not apply
if the danger is due to anything done by the landowner with the intention of creating
that risk, or being reckless as to whether that risk is created.

794. This section extends this exclusion of liability, for land which is coastal margin, in
respect of a risk resulting from any physical feature (whether of the landscape or
otherwise). Coastal land includes many man-made features, for example war-time
defences. Occupiers should enjoy the same reduced liability for these as they enjoy for
natural features.
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