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PENSIONS ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Chapter 6: Personal Accounts Delivery Authority

Section 79: Functions of the Authority

206. This section makes provision for broadening the Personal Accounts Delivery
Authority’s functions. It provides that section 21 of the PA 2007, which sets out the
initial functions of the Authority, ceases to have effect. It then allows for the Authority
not only to advise and prepare but also to take forward the implementation work to
establish the scheme under Chapter 5 and to work with the Pensions Regulator to create
the infrastructure to enable employers to register and comply with their new duties.

207. Specifically, this section provides for the Authority to give any assistance or advice on
the establishment and operation of the scheme that the Secretary of State may require,
and any advice that the Authority considers it appropriate to provide. Similarly, it also
provides for the Authority to provide such assistance or advice on arrangements to
enable employers to comply with their new duties (in Chapter 1) that the Secretary of
State or the Pensions Regulator may require, and any advice that the Authority considers
it appropriate to provide.

208. The section provides the Authority with an ancillary power which will allow it to do
anything necessary to enable it to carry out its functions or in connection with those
functions. For example, this will allow the Authority to enter into formal negotiations
and to finalise contracts, and to borrow money to allow it to carry out its functions.
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