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Planning Act 2008
2008 CHAPTER 29

PART 8

ENFORCEMENT

Notices of unauthorised development

170 Execution of works required by notice of unauthorised development

(1) If any of the steps specified in a notice of unauthorised development have not been
taken before the end of the period for compliance with the notice, the relevant local
planning authority may—

(a) enter the land on which the development has been carried out and take those
steps, and

(b) recover from the person who is then the owner of the land any expenses
reasonably incurred by it in doing so.

(2) Where a notice of unauthorised development has been served in respect of
development—

(a) any expenses incurred by the owner or occupier of the land for the purposes
of complying with it, and

(b) any sums paid by the owner of the land under subsection (1) in respect of
expenses incurred by the relevant local planning authority in taking steps
required by it,

are to be deemed to be incurred or paid for the use and at the request of the person
found guilty of the offence under section 160 or 161.

(3) Regulations may provide that all or any of the following sections of the Public Health
Act 1936 (c. 49) are to apply, subject to such adaptations and modifications as may be
specified in the regulations, in relation to any steps required to be taken by a notice
of unauthorised development—

section 276 (power of local authorities to sell materials removed in executing
works under that Act subject to accounting for the proceeds of sale);
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section 289 (power to require the occupier of any premises to permit works to
be executed by the owner of the premises);
section 294 (limit on liability of persons holding premises as agents or trustees
in respect of the expenses recoverable under that Act).

(4) Regulations under subsection (3) applying all or any of section 289 of that Act may
include adaptations and modifications for the purpose of giving the owner of land to
which such a notice relates the right, as against all other persons interested in the land,
to comply with the requirements of the notice.

(5) Regulations under subsection (3) may also provide for the charging on the land on
which the development is carried out of any expenses recoverable by the relevant local
planning authority under subsection (1).

(6) A person commits an offence if the person wilfully obstructs a person acting in the
exercise of powers under subsection (1).

(7) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (6) is liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 170 partly in force; s. 170 in force for certain purposes at Royal Assent see s. 241
I2 S. 170 in force at 1.3.2010 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2010/101, art. 3(j) (with art. 6)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/101
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/101/article/3/j
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/101/article/6


Planning Act 2008 (c. 29)
Document Generated: 2024-04-19

3

Changes to legislation: 
Planning Act 2008, Section 170 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
19 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Pt. 10A inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 12 para. 1
– s. 37(3A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 7
– s. 37(3A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 7
– s. 103(1A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 2
– s. 103(1A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 2
– s. 104(3)-(3B) substituted for s. 104(3) by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 3(2)
– s. 104(3)-(3B) substituted for s. 104(3) by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 3(2)
– s. 105(3)(4) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 4(1)
– s. 105(3)(4) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 4(1)
– s. 120(2)(c) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 8
– s. 120(2)(c) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 8
– s. 223(1)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 139(6)
– s. 232(5)(f) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 9(2)
– s. 232(5)(f) inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 9(2)
– Sch. 2A inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 5
– Sch. 2A inserted by 2021 c. 30 Sch. 15 para. 5

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/12/paragraph/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/4/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/4/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/section/139/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/9/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/9/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/15/paragraph/5

