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TRIBUNALS, COURTS AND

ENFORCEMENT ACT 2007

EXPLANATORY NOTES

PART 1: TRIBUNALS AND INQUIRIES

Background

Membership, deployment and composition

15. A distinctive feature of tribunals in their current form is their membership. Some
tribunals consist of a lawyer sitting alone. Others comprise a lawyer sitting with one or
more members who may be experts in their field (such as doctors or accountants) who
have experience relevant to the work of the tribunal, or have no relevant experience but
have generic skills. A few tribunals have no legal members at all.

16. At present, there is no coherent system in place for deploying tribunal members. While
some sit in more than one jurisdiction, this will be as a result of the member having
gone through the whole appointments process for each additional jurisdiction.

17. The Act creates new offices for the First-tier and Upper Tribunal. It creates new titles
(giving the legal members the title of judges) and a new system of deployment. Judges
of the First-tier Tribunal or Upper Tribunal will be assigned to one or more of the
chambers of that tribunal, having regard to their knowledge and experience. The fact
that a member may be allocated to more than one chamber allows members to be
deployed across the jurisdictions within the tribunal. It is expected that the current
members of transferred tribunals, apart from the General Commissioners, will become
members of the new tribunals.
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