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Mental Health Act 2007
2007 CHAPTER 12

PART 1

AMENDMENTS TO MENTAL HEALTH ACT 1983

CHAPTER 8

MISCELLANEOUS

43 Informal admission of patients aged 16 or 17

In section 131 of the 1983 Act (informal admission of patients), for subsection (2)
substitute—

“(2) Subsections (3) and (4) below apply in the case of a patient aged 16 or 17
years who has capacity to consent to the making of such arrangements as are
mentioned in subsection (1) above.

(3) If the patient consents to the making of the arrangements, they may be made,
carried out and determined on the basis of that consent even though there are
one or more persons who have parental responsibility for him.

(4) If the patient does not consent to the making of the arrangements, they may not
be made, carried out or determined on the basis of the consent of a person who
has parental responsibility for him.

(5) In this section—
(a) the reference to a patient who has capacity is to be read in accordance

with the Mental Capacity Act 2005; and
(b) “parental responsibility” has the same meaning as in the Children Act

1989.”
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