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MENTAL HEALTH ACT 2007

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 1 – Amendments to Mental Health Act 1983

Chapter 8 - Miscellaneous

Section 44: Places of safety

173. Under section 135(1) of the 1983 Act, the police can, on the authority of a magistrate,
enter premises and remove to a place of safety a person who is thought  to have a mental
disorder and who has been or is being ill-treated or neglected or, if living alone, is
unable to care for himself.  Under section 136 of the 1983 Act, the police can remove
from a public place to a place of safety a person who appears to have a mental disorder
and to need immediate help.  In both instances, the person can be detained at the place
of safety for up to 72 hours.  Section 44 amends sections 135 and 136 of the 1983 Act
to enable a person detained at a place of safety to be transferred to another one, subject
to the overall time limit for detention of 72 hours.  A place of safety for this purpose
is defined in section 135(6) of the 1983 Act and includes a hospital, a care home and
a police station.
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