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NORTHERN IRELAND (ST

ANDREWS AGREEMENT) ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

OVERVIEW

Part 1: Preparations for the restoration of devolved government

9. This Part of the Act makes provision for a new Transitional Assembly, which will
operate between the coming into force of this Act, and 26 March 2007, which is
the target date for restoration of the Northern Ireland Assembly. It also deals with
the consequences of compliance or non-compliance with the St Andrews Agreement
timetable.

10. Part 1 of the Act also makes provision for the election of the next Assembly. The
Assembly will be dissolved on 30 January 2007 and the poll will be held on 7 March
2007. It also disapplies the requirement for a by-election to be held in respect of any
Assembly vacancy which exists in the period between the passing of the Act and the date
of the next Assembly election. It also adjusts the rules for remuneration of Assembly
members to take account of the election.
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