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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 3 Section 1124

AMENDMENTS OF REMAINING PROVISIONS OF THE
COMPANIES ACT 1985 RELATING TO OFFENCES

Failure to give information about interests in shares etc
1 (1) In subsection (3) of section 444 of the Companies Act 1985 (c. 6) (failure to give

information requested by Secretary of State relating to interests in shares etc) for “is
liable to imprisonment or a fine, or both” substitute “ commits an offence ”.

(2) At the end of that section add—

“(4) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years or a fine (or both);
(b) on summary conviction—

(i) in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months or to a fine not exceeding
the statutory maximum (or both) and, for continued
contravention, a daily default fine not exceeding one-fiftieth
of the statutory maximum;

(ii) in Scotland or Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding
the statutory maximum (or both) and, for continued
contravention, a daily default fine not exceeding one-fiftieth
of the statutory maximum.”.

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 3 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; Sch. 3 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 1300; Sch. 3 in force at

1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(k) (with saving in art. 12 and subject to transitional adaptations
specified in Sch. 1)

Obstruction of rights conferred by a warrant or
failure to comply with requirement under section 448

2 (1) In section 448(7) of the Companies Act 1985 (obstruction of rights conferred by or
by virtue of warrant for entry and search of premises) omit the words “and liable to
a fine.” to the end.

(2) After that provision insert—

“(7A) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to a fine;

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/2194
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/2194/article/2/1/k
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/2194/article/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/2194/schedule/1
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(b) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory
maximum.”.

Commencement Information
I2 Sch. 3 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; Sch. 3 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 1300; Sch. 3 in force at

1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(k) (with saving in art. 12 and subject to transitional adaptations
specified in Sch. 1)

Wrongful disclosure of information to which section 449 applies
3 (1) Section 449 of the Companies Act 1985 (wrongful disclosure of information obtained

in course of company investigation) is amended as follows.

(2) For subsection (6)(a) and (b) substitute “ is guilty of an offence. ”

(3) After subsection (6) insert—

“(6A) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years or a fine (or both);
(b) on summary conviction—

(i) in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months or to a fine not exceeding the
statutory maximum (or both);

(ii) in Scotland or Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding the
statutory maximum (or both).”.

(4) Omit subsection (7).

Commencement Information
I3 Sch. 3 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; Sch. 3 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 1300; Sch. 3 in force at

1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(k) (with saving in art. 12 and subject to transitional adaptations
specified in Sch. 1)

Destruction, mutilation etc of company documents
4 (1) For subsection (3) of section 450 of the Companies Act 1985 (offence of destroying,

etc company documents) substitute—

“(3) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding seven years or a fine (or both);
(b) on summary conviction—

(i) in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months or to a fine not exceeding the
statutory maximum (or both);
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(ii) in Scotland or Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding the
statutory maximum (or both).”.

(2) Omit subsection (4) of that section.

Commencement Information
I4 Sch. 3 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; Sch. 3 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 1300; Sch. 3 in force at

1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(k) (with saving in art. 12 and subject to transitional adaptations
specified in Sch. 1)

Provision of false information in purported compliance with section 447
5 (1) For subsection (2) of section 451 of the Companies Act 1985 (c. 6) (provision of

false information in response to requirement under section 447) substitute—

“(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years or a fine (or both);
(b) on summary conviction—

(i) in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months or to a fine not exceeding the
statutory maximum (or both);

(ii) in Scotland or Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding six months, or to a fine not exceeding the
statutory maximum (or both).”.

(2) Omit subsection (3) of that section.

Commencement Information
I5 Sch. 3 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; Sch. 3 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 1300; Sch. 3 in force at

1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(k) (with saving in art. 12 and subject to transitional adaptations
specified in Sch. 1)

Obstruction of inspector, etc exercising power to enter and remain on premises
6 (1) Section 453A of the Companies Act 1985 (obstruction of inspector etc exercising

power to enter and remain on premises) is amended as follows.

(2) For subsection (5)(a) and (b) substitute “ is guilty of an offence. ”

(3) After subsection (5) insert—

“(5A) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to a fine;
(b) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory

maximum.”.

(4) Omit subsection (6).
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Commencement Information
I6 Sch. 3 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; Sch. 3 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 1300; Sch. 3 in force at

1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(k) (with saving in art. 12 and subject to transitional adaptations
specified in Sch. 1)

Attempted evasion of restrictions under Part 15
7 (1) In subsection (1) of section 455 of the Companies Act 1985 (attempted evasion of

restrictions under Part 15) for “is liable to a fine if he” substitute “ commits an offence
if he ”.

(2) In subsection (2) of that section for the words “the company” to the end substitute
“an offence is committed by—

(a) the company, and
(b) every officer of the company who is in default.”

(3) After that subsection insert—

“(2A) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to a fine;
(b) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory

maximum.”.

Commencement Information
I7 Sch. 3 wholly in force at 1.10.2007; Sch. 3 not in force at Royal Assent, see s. 1300; Sch. 3 in force at

1.10.2007 by S.I. 2007/2194, art. 2(1)(k) (with saving in art. 12 and subject to transitional adaptations
specified in Sch. 1)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 1989/638, Sch. 4 by S.I. 2024/410

Sch. 2 para. 1
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2008/373 reg. 11(1) by S.I.

2013/1971 reg. 9(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Amending
Regulations revoked (1.10.2013) without ever being in force by S.I. 2013/2224, reg.
2)

– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2008/373 reg. 3(4) by S.I.
2013/1971 reg. 4 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Amending
Regulations revoked (1.10.2013) without ever being in force by S.I. 2013/2224, reg.
2)

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 156A-156C inserted by 2015 c. 26 s. 87(4)
– s. 156B(5) omitted by 2023 c. 56 Sch. 2 para. 26
– s. 156C(2) words substituted by 2023 c. 56 s. 41(2)(a)
– s. 156C(2A) inserted by 2023 c. 56 s. 41(2)(b)
– s. 156C(3) substituted for s. 156C(3)-(5) by 2023 c. 56 Sch. 2 para. 27
– s. 479A(2)(c)(zi) inserted by S.I. 2019/177 reg. 4(b)(i) (This amendment not applied

to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 4 substituted by regs. 4, 4A immediately before IP
completion day by S.I. 2019/1392, regs. 1(2), 4)

– s. 479B(a)(iii) amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I.2008/1991 reg.34 by S.R.
2024/78 reg. 31(4)

– s. 479B(a)(iii) amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I.2008/1991 reg.34A by
S.R. 2024/78 reg. 31(5)

– s. 1047(4)(i)(j) inserted by 2023 c. 56 s. 21(2)
– s. 1087(da) substituted by 2023 c. 56 s. 52(2)
– s. 1087A-1807C applied by S.I. 2009/2436, Sch. 1 para. 20(1)(ca) (as substituted) by

S.I. 2024/410 Sch. 2 para. 5(d)(ii)
– s. 1110E-110G applied by S.I. 2009/1804, reg. 60 (as amended) by S.I. 2024/234 reg.

26
– s. 11989A applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2009/1804, reg. 79A (as inserted) by

S.I. 2024/234 reg. 46
– Sch. 10 para. 6(2D) inserted by S.I. 2019/177 reg. 28(e) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 28(e) omitted immediately before IP completion
day by virtue of S.I. 2020/523, regs. 1(2), 14(e)(iv))

– Sch. 10 para. 7(2A) inserted by S.I. 2019/177 reg. 29(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 29 substituted immediately before IP completion
day by S.I. 2020/523, regs. 1(2), 14(f))
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