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Companies Act 2006
2006 CHAPTER 46

PART 18

ACQUISITION BY LIMITED COMPANY OF ITS OWN SHARES

CHAPTER 4

PURCHASE OF OWN SHARES

Authority for off-market purchase

694 Authority for off-market purchase

(1) [F1Subject to section 693A,] A company may only make an off-market purchase of its
own shares in pursuance of a contract approved prior to the purchase in accordance
with this section.

(2) Either—
(a) the terms of the contract must be authorised by a F2. . . resolution of the

company before the contract is entered into, or
(b) the contract must provide that no shares may be purchased in pursuance of

the contract until its terms have been authorised by a F3. . . resolution of the
company.

(3) The contract may be a contract, entered into by the company and relating to shares in
the company, that does not amount to a contract to purchase the shares but under which
the company may (subject to any conditions) become entitled or obliged to purchase
the shares.

(4) The authority conferred by a resolution under this section may be varied, revoked or
from time to time renewed by a F4. . . resolution of the company.
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(5) In the case of a public company a resolution conferring, varying or renewing authority
must specify a date on which the authority is to expire, which must not be later than
[F5five years] after the date on which the resolution is passed.

(6) A resolution conferring, varying, revoking or renewing authority under this section
is subject to—

section 695 (exercise of voting rights), and
section 696 (disclosure of details of contract).

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 694(1) inserted (30.4.2013) by The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part 18)

Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 8
F2 Word in s. 694(2)(a) omitted (30.4.2013) by virtue of The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part

18) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 5(a)
F3 Word in s. 694(2)(b) omitted (30.4.2013) by virtue of The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part

18) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 5(a)
F4 Word in s. 694(4) omitted (30.4.2013) by virtue of The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part 18)

Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 5(a)
F5 Words in s. 694(5) substituted (1.10.2009) by The Companies (Share Capital and Acquisition by

Company of its Own Shares) Regulations 2009 (S.I. 2009/2022), reg. 4(1)

695 Resolution authorising off-market purchase: exercise of voting rights

(1) This section applies to a resolution to confer, vary, revoke or renew authority for the
purposes of section 694 (authority for off-market purchase of own shares).

(2) Where the resolution is proposed as a written resolution, a member who holds shares
to which the resolution relates is not an eligible member.

(3) Where the resolution is proposed at a meeting of the company, it is not effective if—
(a) any member of the company holding shares to which the resolution relates

exercises the voting rights carried by any of those shares in voting on the
resolution, and

(b) the resolution would not have been passed if he had not done so.

(4) For this purpose—
(a) a member who holds shares to which the resolution relates is regarded as

exercising the voting rights carried by those shares not only if he votes in
respect of them on a poll on the question whether the resolution shall be
passed, but also if he votes on the resolution otherwise than on a poll;

(b) any member of the company may demand a poll on that question;
(c) a vote and a demand for a poll by a person as proxy for a member are the same

respectively as a vote and a demand by the member.

696 Resolution authorising off-market purchase: disclosure of details of contract

(1) This section applies in relation to a resolution to confer, vary, revoke or renew authority
for the purposes of section 694 (authority for off-market purchase of own shares).
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(2) A copy of the contract (if it is in writing) or a memorandum setting out its terms (if
it is not) must be made available to members—

(a) in the case of a written resolution, by being sent or submitted to every eligible
member at or before the time at which the proposed resolution is sent or
submitted to him;

(b) in the case of a resolution at a meeting, by being made available for inspection
by members of the company both—

(i) at the company's registered office for not less than 15 days ending
with the date of the meeting, and

(ii) at the meeting itself.

(3) A memorandum of contract terms so made available must include the names of the
members holding shares to which the contract relates.

(4) A copy of the contract so made available must have annexed to it a written
memorandum specifying such of those names as do not appear in the contract itself.

(5) The resolution is not validly passed if the requirements of this section are not complied
with

697 Variation of contract for off-market purchase

(1) A company may only agree to a variation of a contract authorised under section 694
(authority for off-market purchase) if the variation is approved in advance in
accordance with this section.

(2) The terms of the variation must be authorised by a F6. . . resolution of the company
before it is agreed to.

(3) That authority may be varied, revoked or from time to time renewed by a F7. . .
resolution of the company.

(4) In the case of a public company a resolution conferring, varying or renewing authority
must specify a date on which the authority is to expire, which must not be later than
[F8five years] after the date on which the resolution is passed.

(5) A resolution conferring, varying, revoking or renewing authority under this section
is subject to—

section 698 (exercise of voting rights), and
section 699 (disclosure of details of variation).

Textual Amendments
F6 Word in s. 697(2) omitted (30.4.2013) by virtue of The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part 18)

Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 5(b)
F7 Word in s. 697(3) omitted (30.4.2013) by virtue of The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part 18)

Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 5(b)
F8 Words in s. 697(4) substituted (1.10.2009) by The Companies (Share Capital and Acquisition by

Company of its Own Shares) Regulations 2009 (S.I. 2009/2022), reg. 4(1)
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698 Resolution authorising variation: exercise of voting rights

(1) This section applies to a resolution to confer, vary, revoke or renew authority for the
purposes of section 697 (variation of contract for off-market purchase of own shares).

(2) Where the resolution is proposed as a written resolution, a member who holds shares
to which the resolution relates is not an eligible member.

(3) Where the resolution is proposed at a meeting of the company, it is not effective if—
(a) any member of the company holding shares to which the resolution relates

exercises the voting rights carried by any of those shares in voting on the
resolution, and

(b) the resolution would not have been passed if he had not done so.

(4) For this purpose—
(a) a member who holds shares to which the resolution relates is regarded as

exercising the voting rights carried by those shares not only if he votes in
respect of them on a poll on the question whether the resolution shall be
passed, but also if he votes on the resolution otherwise than on a poll;

(b) any member of the company may demand a poll on that question;
(c) a vote and a demand for a poll by a person as proxy for a member are the same

respectively as a vote and a demand by the member.

699 Resolution authorising variation: disclosure of details of variation

(1) This section applies in relation to a resolution under section 697 (variation of contract
for off-market purchase of own shares).

(2) A copy of the proposed variation (if it is in writing) or a written memorandum giving
details of the proposed variation (if it is not) must be made available to members—

(a) in the case of a written resolution, by being sent or submitted to every eligible
member at or before the time at which the proposed resolution is sent or
submitted to him;

(b) in the case of a resolution at a meeting, by being made available for inspection
by members of the company both—

(i) at the company's registered office for not less than 15 days ending
with the date of the meeting, and

(ii) at the meeting itself.

(3) There must also be made available as mentioned in subsection (2) a copy of the
original contract or, as the case may be, a memorandum of its terms, together with any
variations previously made.

(4) A memorandum of the proposed variation so made available must include the names
of the members holding shares to which the variation relates.

(5) A copy of the proposed variation so made available must have annexed to it a written
memorandum specifying such of those names as do not appear in the variation itself.

(6) The resolution is not validly passed if the requirements of this section are not complied
with.
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700 Release of company's rights under contract for off-market purchase

(1) An agreement by a company to release its rights under a contract approved under
section 694 (authorisation of off-market purchase) is void unless the terms of the
release agreement are approved in advance in accordance with this section.

(2) The terms of the proposed agreement must be authorised by a F9. . . resolution of the
company before the agreement is entered into.

(3) That authority may be varied, revoked or from time to time renewed by a F10. . .
resolution of the company.

(4) In the case of a public company a resolution conferring, varying or renewing authority
must specify a date on which the authority is to expire, which must not be later than
[F11five years] after the date on which the resolution is passed.

(5) The provisions of—
section 698 (exercise of voting rights), and
section 699 (disclosure of details of variation),

apply to a resolution authorising a proposed release agreement as they apply to a
resolution authorising a proposed variation.

Textual Amendments
F9 Word in s. 700(2) omitted (30.4.2013) by virtue of The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part 18)

Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 5(c)
F10 Word in s. 700(3) omitted (30.4.2013) by virtue of The Companies Act 2006 (Amendment of Part 18)

Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/999), reg. 5(c)
F11 Words in s. 700(4) substituted (1.10.2009) by The Companies (Share Capital and Acquisition by

Company of its Own Shares) Regulations 2009 (S.I. 2009/2022), reg. 4(1)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 1989/638, Sch. 4 by S.I. 2024/410

Sch. 2 para. 1
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2008/373 reg. 11(1) by S.I.

2013/1971 reg. 9(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Amending
Regulations revoked (1.10.2013) without ever being in force by S.I. 2013/2224, reg.
2)

– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2008/373 reg. 3(4) by S.I.
2013/1971 reg. 4 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Amending
Regulations revoked (1.10.2013) without ever being in force by S.I. 2013/2224, reg.
2)

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 156A-156C inserted by 2015 c. 26 s. 87(4)
– s. 156B(5) omitted by 2023 c. 56 Sch. 2 para. 26
– s. 156C(2) words substituted by 2023 c. 56 s. 41(2)(a)
– s. 156C(2A) inserted by 2023 c. 56 s. 41(2)(b)
– s. 156C(3) substituted for s. 156C(3)-(5) by 2023 c. 56 Sch. 2 para. 27
– s. 479A(2)(c)(zi) inserted by S.I. 2019/177 reg. 4(b)(i) (This amendment not applied

to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 4 substituted by regs. 4, 4A immediately before IP
completion day by S.I. 2019/1392, regs. 1(2), 4)

– s. 479B(a)(iii) amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I.2008/1991 reg.34 by S.R.
2024/78 reg. 31(4)

– s. 479B(a)(iii) amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I.2008/1991 reg.34A by
S.R. 2024/78 reg. 31(5)

– s. 1047(4)(i)(j) inserted by 2023 c. 56 s. 21(2)
– s. 1087(da) substituted by 2023 c. 56 s. 52(2)
– s. 1087A-1807C applied by S.I. 2009/2436, Sch. 1 para. 20(1)(ca) (as substituted) by

S.I. 2024/410 Sch. 2 para. 5(d)(ii)
– s. 1110E-110G applied by S.I. 2009/1804, reg. 60 (as amended) by S.I. 2024/234 reg.

26
– s. 11989A applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2009/1804, reg. 79A (as inserted) by

S.I. 2024/234 reg. 46
– Sch. 10 para. 6(2D) inserted by S.I. 2019/177 reg. 28(e) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 28(e) omitted immediately before IP completion
day by virtue of S.I. 2020/523, regs. 1(2), 14(e)(iv))

– Sch. 10 para. 7(2A) inserted by S.I. 2019/177 reg. 29(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Reg. 29 substituted immediately before IP completion
day by S.I. 2020/523, regs. 1(2), 14(f))
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