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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 Duty to Convene Commission: Special Rules

Terms of Appointment

Section 33: Tenure

132. This section provides for the judges of the Supreme Court to hold office while they are
of good behaviour, as is presently the case for Lords of Appeal in Ordinary. This is of
course subject to the possibility of resignation, and the provision for retirement, set out
in sections 35 and 36. (This provision does not apply to persons who, under section 38
of the Act, are acting judges of the Supreme Court. See section 38(5)(b).)

133. This section also provides, consistently with the position of all senior judicial office
holders, that removal from office of any judge of the Supreme Court may only be
effected following resolutions passed by both the House of Commons and the House
of Lords.
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