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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 Duty to Convene Commission: Special Rules

Selection commission for the office of Deputy President

98. Paragraph 13 provides that the duty on the Lord Chancellor to convene a selection
commission for the office of Deputy President or for the office of Judge does not apply
if a selection commission for the office of President has been convened or the Lord
Chancellor is under a duty to convene such a selection commission. This means that if
there is a vacancy or impending vacancy for the office of President this must be filled
before any vacancy in the office of Deputy President which might arise at the same
time. This “fill the senior office first” approach, which maximises the likelihood that
there will be a President to chair commissions for other vacancies, is carried through
for other vacancies by paragraph 14.
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