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Housing Act 2004
2004 CHAPTER 34

PART 7

SUPPLEMENTARY AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Codes of practice and management regulations relating to HMOs etc.

233 Approval of codes of practice with regard to the management of HMOs etc.

(1) The appropriate national authority may by order—
(a) approve a code of practice (whether prepared by that authority or another

person) laying down standards of conduct and practice to be followed with
regard to the management of houses in multiple occupation or of excepted
accommodation;

(b) approve a modification of such a code; or
(c) withdraw the authority’s approval of such a code or modification.

(2) Before approving a code of practice or a modification of a code of practice under this
section the appropriate national authority must take reasonable steps to consult—

(a) persons involved in the management of houses in multiple occupation or (as
the case may be) excepted accommodation of the kind in question and persons
occupying such houses or accommodation, or

(b) persons whom the authority considers to represent the interests of those
persons.

(3) The appropriate national authority may only approve a code of practice or a
modification of a code if satisfied that—

(a) the code or modification has been published (whether by the authority or by
another person) in a manner that the authority considers appropriate for the
purpose of bringing the code or modification to the attention of those likely
to be affected by it; or

(b) arrangements have been made for the code or modification to be so published.
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(4) The appropriate national authority may approve a code of practice which makes
different provision in relation to different cases or descriptions of case (including
different provision for different areas).

(5) A failure to comply with a code of practice for the time being approved under this
section does not of itself make a person liable to any civil or criminal proceedings.

(6) In this section “excepted accommodation” means such description of living
accommodation falling within any provision of Schedule 14 (buildings which are not
HMOs for purposes of provisions other than Part 1) as is specified in an order under
subsection (1).



Housing Act 2004 (c. 34)
Document Generated: 2023-06-24

3

Changes to legislation: 
Housing Act 2004, Section 233 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
24 June 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 66(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(3)(a)
– s. 66(3A)(3B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(3)(c)
– s. 89(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(6)(a)
– s. 89(3A)(3B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(6)(c)
– s. 139(7A)(7B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 127(3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/3/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/6/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/6/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/127/3

