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Housing Act 2004
2004 CHAPTER 34

PART 1

HOUSING CONDITIONS

CHAPTER 2

IMPROVEMENT NOTICES, PROHIBITION ORDERS AND HAZARD AWARENESS NOTICES

Improvement notices

19 Change in person liable to comply with improvement notice

(1) This section applies where—
(a) an improvement notice has been served on any person (“the original

recipient”) in respect of any premises, and
(b) at a later date (“the changeover date”) that person ceases to be a person of the

relevant category in respect of the premises.

(2) In subsection (1) the reference to a person ceasing to be a “person of the relevant
category” is a reference to his ceasing to fall within the description of person (such
as, for example, the holder of a licence under Part 2 or 3 or the person managing a
dwelling) by reference to which the improvement notice was served on him.

(3) As from the changeover date, the liable person in respect of the premises is to be in
the same position as if—

(a) the improvement notice had originally been served on him, and
(b) he had taken all steps relevant for the purposes of this Part which the original

recipient had taken.

(4) The effect of subsection (3) is that, in particular, any period for compliance with the
notice or for bringing any appeal is unaffected.
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(5) But where the original recipient has become subject to any liability arising by virtue
of this Part before the changeover date, subsection (3) does not have the effect of—

(a) relieving him of the liability, or
(b) making the new liable person subject to it.

(6) Subsection (3) applies with any necessary modifications where a person to whom it
applies (by virtue of any provision of this section) ceases to be the liable person in
respect of the premises.

(7) Unless subsection (8) or (9) applies, the person who is at any time the “liable person”
in respect of any premises is the person having control of the premises.

(8) If—
(a) the original recipient was served as the person managing the premises, and
(b) there is a new person managing the premises as from the changeover date,

that new person is the “liable person”.

(9) If the original recipient was served as an owner of the premises, the “liable person” is
the owner’s successor in title on the changeover date.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 19 wholly in force at 16.6.2006; s. 19 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 270(4)(5); s. 19 in force

for E. at 6.4.2006 by S.I. 2006/1060, art. 2(1)(a) (with Sch.); s. 19 in force for W. at 16.6.2006 by S.I.
2006/1535, art. 2(a) (with Sch.)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/34/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/34/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/34/section/270/4/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/34/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1060
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1060/article/2/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1060/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/34/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1535
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1535
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1535/article/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1535/schedule


Housing Act 2004 (c. 34)
Document Generated: 2023-08-08

3

Changes to legislation: 
Housing Act 2004, Section 19 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
08 August 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 66(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(3)(a)
– s. 66(3A)(3B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(3)(c)
– s. 89(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(6)(a)
– s. 89(3A)(3B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 125(6)(c)
– s. 139(7A)(7B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 127(3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/3/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/6/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/125/6/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/127/3

