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HOUSING ACT 2004

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1 - Housing Conditions

Chapter 1 - Enforcement of Housing Standards: General

Section 9: Guidance about inspections and enforcement action

77. Section 9 enables the appropriate national authority to give statutory guidance to LHAs
on a number of matters. Guidance may be issued on the inspection of premises and the
assessment of hazards on those premises (the technical guidance) and on the use of the
enforcement functions (the enforcement guidance) set out in sections 5 and 7. There
is a duty on LHAs to have regard to such guidance. It is intended that the technical
guidance will include the profiles of the potential health and safety hazards, their causes
and preventive measures. The enforcement guidance will apply both where an LHA
is exercising a duty in respect of a category 1 hazard and where it is exercising a
discretionary power to take action in respect of a category 2 hazard. Any guidance under
section 9 must be laid in draft before each House before it is given.
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