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Human Tissue Act 2004
2004 CHAPTER 30

PART 1

REMOVAL, STORAGE AND USE OF HUMAN ORGANS
AND OTHER TISSUE FOR SCHEDULED PURPOSES

7 Powers to dispense with need for consent

(1) If the Authority is satisfied—
(a) that relevant material has come from the body of a living person,
(b) that it is not reasonably possible to trace the person from whose body the

material has come (“the donor”),
(c) that it is desirable in the interests of another person (including a future person)

that the material be used for the purpose of obtaining scientific or medical
information about the donor, and

(d) that there is no reason to believe—
(i) that the donor has died,

(ii) that a decision of the donor to refuse to consent to the use of the
material for that purpose is in force, or

(iii) that the donor lacks capacity to consent to the use of the material for
that purpose,

it may direct that subsection (3) apply to the material for the benefit of the other person.

(2) If the Authority is satisfied—
(a) that relevant material has come from the body of a living person,
(b) that it is desirable in the interests of another person (including a future person)

that the material be used for the purpose of obtaining scientific or medical
information about the person from whose body the material has come (“the
donor”),

(c) that reasonable efforts have been made to get the donor to decide whether to
consent to the use of the material for that purpose,

(d) that there is no reason to believe—
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(i) that the donor has died,
(ii) that a decision of the donor to refuse to consent to the use of the

material for that purpose is in force, or
(iii) that the donor lacks capacity to consent to the use of the material for

that purpose, and
(e) that the donor has been given notice of the application for the exercise of the

power conferred by this subsection,
it may direct that subsection (3) apply to the material for the benefit of the other person.

(3) Where material is the subject of a direction under subsection (1) or (2), there shall for
the purposes of this Part be deemed to be consent of the donor to the use of the material
for the purpose of obtaining scientific or medical information about him which may
be relevant to the person for whose benefit the direction is given.

(4) The Secretary of State may by regulations enable the High Court, in such
circumstances as the regulations may provide, to make an order deeming there for the
purposes of this Part to be appropriate consent to an activity consisting of—

(a) the storage of the body of a deceased person for use for the purpose of research
in connection with disorders, or the functioning, of the human body,

(b) the use of the body of a deceased person for that purpose,
(c) the removal from the body of a deceased person, for use for that purpose, of

any relevant material of which the body consists or which it contains,
(d) the storage for use for that purpose of any relevant material which has come

from a human body, or
(e) the use for that purpose of any relevant material which has come from a human

body.
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