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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY AND

LOCAL ELECTIONS (PILOTS) ACT 2004

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 8: By-elections

21. This section gives effect to the Schedule. Provisions in the Schedule prevent
Parliamentary by-elections from taking place on the same day as the European elections
in June 2004. Provisions also prevent mayoral referendums and elections, from taking
place on either the day of the European elections or at any time within three weeks
before or after that date

22. With respect to local government by-elections in England and Wales, the treatment is
different as the Act provides that by-elections may be conducted as part of the pilot
if the returning officers exercise their discretion to combine the by-elections with the
European elections. If these elections are not combined, provision is made to ensure
that local government by-elections are not held on the same day, or in the period four
weeks before and three weeks after, the European Parliamentary election.

23. The provisions in the Schedule apply only to the four pilot regions.
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