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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

(REPRESENTATION) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3: Supplementary

Section 25: Financial provisions

44. Section 25 makes provision, in accordance with rules of House of Commons procedure
authorising various expenditure under the Act to be met out of public funds. It also
ensures that subordinate legislation under the Act may provide for expenditure under
that legislation (including expenditure in Gibraltar) to be paid out of public funds.

Section 26: Functions of Lord Chancellor exercisable concurrently with Secretary
of State

45. Section 26 enables the Secretary of State to exercise the powers that are specified in
the Act to be exercisable by the Lord Chancellor. Under the Transfer of Functions
(Transport, Local Government and the Regions) Order 2002, responsibility for
European Parliamentary elections transferred to the Lord Chancellor, although the
Secretary of State also retains powers under that legislation. Who in practice will
make any particular provision of subordinate legislation is likely to depend upon which
Minister of the Crown (that is the Lord Chancellor or any of the individual Secretaries
of State) has been entrusted with handling the relevant law. Under this Act an approach
consistent with the Transfer of Functions Order has been taken (see also paragraph 22).
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