
These notes refer to the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (c.42)
which received Royal Assent on 20 November 2003

SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Sexual Offences

Section 8: Causing or inciting a child under 13 to engage in sexual activity

17. Section 8 makes it an offence for a person intentionally to cause or incite a child under
the age of 13 to engage in sexual activity. In relation to caused sexual activity, the
offence covers the same situations as does the offence under section 4 except that, for
this offence, whether or not the child consented to engaging in the sexual activity is
irrelevant. This section also covers the situation where incitement takes place but the
sexual activity itself does not. For example, a person may incite a child to engage in
sexual activity with him (for example, where a person incites the child to masturbate
him), or on the child himself (for example, where a person incites the child to strip)
or with a third person (for example, where someone incites the child to have sexual
intercourse with his friend).
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