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SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Sexual Offences

Section 69: Intercourse with an animal

132. Section 69 makes it an offence for a man intentionally to penetrate the vagina or anus of
a living animal with his penis where he knows or is reckless as to whether that is what
he is penetrating. The reference to vagina or anus in this context is further explained
at subsection (8) of section 79. Subsection (2) of section 69 makes it an offence for a
person intentionally to cause or allow her vagina or his or her anus to be penetrated
by the penis of a living animal where he or she knows or is reckless as to whether that
is what is doing the penetrating. This offence is related solely to penile penetration in
relation to animals and does not replace existing legislation covering cruelty to animals.
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