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SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Sexual Offences

Section 12: Causing a child to watch a sexual act

21. Section 12 makes it an offence for a person (A) intentionally to cause a child aged
under 16, for the purpose of the sexual gratification of A, to watch a third person
engaging in sexual activity or to look at an image of a person engaging in sexual activity.
Where the child is aged 13 or over but under 16, the prosecution must prove that A did
not reasonably believe that he was 16 or over. The definition of sexual activity is at
section 78. A person who, for his own sexual gratification, forces a child to watch two
people have sex, or who forces a child to watch a pornographic film, would commit
this offence.
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