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SEXUAL OFFENCES ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Notification and Orders

Section 109: Interim SOPOs

225. Section 109 allows the police to apply for an interim sexual offences prevention order
where an application has been made for a full order in respect of an offender living in
the community. The purpose is to enable prohibitions to be placed on the offender’s
behaviour and to ensure that he will be subject to the notification requirements pending
the application for the full order being determined. The interim order will be for a fixed
period and will cease to have effect at the end of that period or, if earlier, when a decision
is made on the full order.

226. The effect of subsection (5) is that the defendant will be subject to the notification
requirements for the duration of the order, with the notification period to run from the
date of service of the order. This means, for example, that the defendant will have to
comply with the initial notification requirement (at section 83(1)) within 3 days of the
service of the order.
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