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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 8

MINOR AND CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS: LICENSING OF WATER SUPPLIERS ETC

Water Industry Act 1991 (c. 56)
20 (1) Section 70 (offence of supplying water unfit for human consumption) is amended

as follows.

(2) In subsection (1)—
(a) for the words from “water undertaker” to “pipes” there is substituted “ water

undertaker’s supply system is used for the purposes of supplying water ”, and
(b) for “the undertaker” there is substituted “ the relevant persons ”.

(3) After that subsection there is inserted—

“(1A) For the purposes of subsection (1) above, the relevant persons are—
(a) the water undertaker whose supply system is used for the purposes

of supplying the water (in this section referred to as the “primary
water undertaker”); and

(b) any employer of persons, or any self-employed person, who is
concerned in the supply of the water.”

(4) In subsection (3)—
(a) for “water undertaker” there is substituted “ relevant person ”,
(b) for “that undertaker” there is substituted “ that person ”, and
(c) in paragraph (b), for “its” there is substituted “ the primary water undertaker's

”.

(5) After that subsection there is inserted—

“(3A) For the purposes of paragraph (b) of subsection (3) above—
(a) in the case of proceedings against a primary water undertaker,

showing that the undertaker took all reasonable steps and
exercised all due diligence as mentioned in that paragraph includes
(among other things) showing that the relevant arrangements were
reasonable in all the circumstances; and

(b) in the case of proceedings against any other relevant person,
showing that the person took all reasonable steps and exercised all
due diligence as mentioned in that paragraph includes (among other
things) showing that it took all reasonable steps and exercised all due
diligence for securing that all aspects of the relevant arrangements
for which it was responsible were properly carried out.

(3B) In subsection (3A) above, “relevant arrangements” means arrangements
made by the primary water undertaker to ensure that all other relevant
persons were required to take all reasonable steps and exercise all due
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diligence for securing that the water was fit for human consumption on
leaving the undertaker’s pipes or was not used for human consumption.”
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