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Crime (International Co-
operation) Act 2003

2003 CHAPTER 32

PART 1

MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS

CHAPTER 2

MUTUAL PROVISION OF EVIDENCE

Assisting overseas authorities to obtain evidence in the UK

15 Nominating a court etc. to receive evidence

(1) Where the evidence is in England and Wales or Northern Ireland, the Secretary of
State may by a notice nominate a court to receive any evidence to which the request
relates which appears to the court to be appropriate for the purpose of giving effect
to the request.

(2) But if it appears to the Secretary of State that the request relates to an offence involving
serious or complex fraud, he may refer the request (or any part of it) to the Director of
the Serious Fraud Office for the Director to obtain any evidence to which the request
or part relates which appears to him to be appropriate for the purpose of giving effect
to the request or part.

(3) Where the evidence is in Scotland, the Lord Advocate may by a notice nominate a
court to receive any evidence to which the request relates which appears to the court
to be appropriate for the purpose of giving effect to the request.

(4) But if it appears to the Lord Advocate that the request relates to an offence involving
serious or complex fraud, he may give a direction under section 27 of the Criminal
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Law (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 1995 (c. 39) (directions applying investigatory
provisions).

(5) Schedule 1 is to have effect in relation to proceedings before a court nominated under
this section.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 15 functions of Secretary of State made exercisable by the Commissioners (E.W.N.I.) (23.3.2005)

by Crime (International Co-operation) Act 2003 (Exercise of Functions) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/425),
arts. 1(1), 3, 6

Commencement Information
I1 S. 15 in force at 26.4.2004 by S.I. 2004/786, art. 3
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