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Communications Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 21

PART 3

TELEVISION AND RADIO SERVICES [F1ETC]

CHAPTER 5

MEDIA OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL

Restrictions on licence holders

350 Relaxation of licence-holding restrictions

(1) Parts 3 to 5 of Schedule 2 to the 1990 Act (restrictions on accumulations of interests
and on licence holding by newspaper proprietors and public telecommunications
providers) shall cease to have effect.

(2) In each of sections 5 and 88 of the 1990 Act and of sections 5 and 44 of the 1996
Act (under which the provisions of Schedule 2 to the 1990 Act are given effect), for
paragraph (b) of subsection (1) there shall be substituted—

“(b) that a person does not become the holder of a licence if requirements
imposed by or under Schedule 14 to the Communications Act 2003
would be contravened were he to do so; and

(c) that those requirements are not contravened in the case of a person
who already holds a licence.”

(3) Schedule 14 (which provides for the imposition of requirements which, in the case of
Channel 3 services and certain radio services, replace those imposed by or under Parts
3 and 4 of Schedule 2 to the 1990 Act and requires approval for the holding of certain
licences by religious bodies etc.) shall have effect.

(4) The Secretary of State must not by order under section 411 appoint a day falling before
the commencement day for paragraph 11 of Schedule 14 as the day for the coming into
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force of the repeal by this Act of any of the provisions of Parts 3 and 4 of Schedule 2
to the 1990 Act so far as they relate to the holding of licences for the provision of any
local services (within the meaning of Part 3 of that Act).

(5) The Secretary of State must not by order under section 411 appoint a day falling before
the commencement day for paragraph 12 of Schedule 14 as the day for the coming into
force of the repeal by this Act of any of the provisions of Parts 3 and 4 of Schedule 2
to the 1990 Act so far as they relate to the holding of local digital sound programme
licences or the provision of local digital sound programme services.

(6) In this section “the commencement day”, in relation paragraph 11 or 12 of Schedule 14,
means the day on which the first order to be made under that paragraph comes into
force.
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