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Communications Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 21

PART 2

NETWORKS, SERVICES AND THE RADIO SPECTRUM

CHAPTER 1

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS AND SERVICES

Preliminary

32 Meaning of electronic communications networks and services

(1) In this Act “electronic communications network” means—
(a) a transmission system for the conveyance, by the use of electrical, magnetic

or electro-magnetic energy, of signals of any description; and
(b) such of the following as are used, by the person providing the system and in

association with it, for the conveyance of the signals—
(i) apparatus comprised in the system;

(ii) apparatus used for the switching or routing of the signals; and
(iii) software and stored data.

(2) In this Act “electronic communications service” means a service consisting in,
or having as its principal feature, the conveyance by means of an electronic
communications network of signals, except in so far as it is a content service.

(3) In this Act “associated facility” means a facility which—
(a) is available for use in association with the use of an electronic communications

network or electronic communications service (whether or not one provided
by the person making the facility available); and

(b) is so available for the purpose of—
(i) making the provision of that network or service possible;
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(ii) making possible the provision of other services provided by means of
that network or service; or

(iii) supporting the provision of such other services.

(4) In this Act—
(a) references to the provision of an electronic communications network include

references to its establishment, maintenance or operation;
(b) references, where one or more persons are employed or engaged to provide

the network or service under the direction or control of another person, to
the person by whom an electronic communications network or electronic
communications service is provided are confined to references to that other
person; and

(c) references, where one or more persons are employed or engaged to make
facilities available under the direction or control of another person, to the
person by whom any associated facilities are made available are confined to
references to that other person.

(5) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4) apply in relation to references in subsection (1)
to the provision of a transmission system as they apply in relation to references in this
Act to the provision of an electronic communications network.

(6) The reference in subsection (1) to a transmission system includes a reference to a
transmission system consisting of no more than a transmitter used for the conveyance
of signals.

(7) In subsection (2) “a content service” means so much of any service as consists in one
or both of the following—

(a) the provision of material with a view to its being comprised in signals
conveyed by means of an electronic communications network;

(b) the exercise of editorial control over the contents of signals conveyed by
means of a such a network.

(8) In this section references to the conveyance of signals include references to the
transmission or routing of signals or of parts of signals and to the broadcasting of
signals for general reception.

(9) For the purposes of this section the cases in which software and stored data are to be
taken as being used for a particular purpose include cases in which they—

(a) have been installed or stored in order to be used for that purpose; and
(b) are available to be so used.

(10) In this section “signal” includes—
(a) anything comprising speech, music, sounds, visual images or communications

or data of any description; and
(b) signals serving for the impartation of anything between persons, between

a person and a thing or between things, or for the actuation or control of
apparatus.


