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Communications Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 21

PART 3

TELEVISION AND RADIO SERVICES [F1ETC]

F1F1CHAPTER 4

REGULATORY PROVISIONS

Independent and regional productions and programmes for public service television

287 Regional programmes on Channel 3

(1) The regulatory regime for every regional Channel 3 service includes the conditions
that OFCOM consider appropriate for securing—

(a) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a sufficient
amount of time is given in the programmes included in the service to what
appears to them to be a suitable range of programmes (including regional news
programmes) which are of particular interest to persons living within the area
for which the service is provided;

(b) that the regional programmes included in the service are of high quality;
(c) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a suitable

proportion of the regional programmes included in the service consists of
programmes made in that area;

(d) that the regional news programmes included in the service are broadcast for
viewing at intervals throughout the period for which the service is provided
and, in particular, at peak viewing times;

(e) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a suitable
proportion of the other regional programmes that are included in the service
consists of programmes broadcast for viewing—

(i) at peak viewing times; and
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(ii) at times immediately preceding or following those times.

(2) The regulatory regime for every local Channel 3 service includes the conditions that
OFCOM consider appropriate for securing—

(a) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a sufficient
amount of time is given in the programmes included in the service to what
appears to them to be a suitable range of local programmes;

(b) that, in the case of each part of an area or each community for which the
service is provided, the range of local programmes is a range of programmes
(including news programmes) which are of particular interest to persons living
within that part of that area or to that community;

(c) that the local programmes included in the service are of high quality;
(d) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a suitable

proportion of the local programmes included in the service consists of
programmes made in the area for which the service is provided;

(e) that the local news programmes included in the service are broadcast for
viewing at intervals throughout the period for which the service is provided
and, in particular, at peak viewing times;

(f) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a suitable
proportion of the other local programmes that are included in the service
consists of programmes broadcast for viewing—

(i) at peak viewing times; and
(ii) at times immediately preceding or following those times.

(3) In the case of a local Channel 3 service, the conditions included in the regulatory
regime for the service include conditions falling within subsection (1) to the extent
only that it appears to OFCOM that the requirements of subsection (1) are not
adequately met by conditions falling within subsection (2).

(4) In the case of a national Channel 3 service in the case of which OFCOM consider
that it would be appropriate to impose conditions under this subsection, the regulatory
regime for the service includes the conditions that OFCOM consider appropriate for
securing—

(a) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a sufficient
amount of time is given in the programmes included in the service to what
appears to them to be a suitable range of programmes (including regional
news programmes) which are of particular interest to persons living within
particular areas of the United Kingdom;

(b) that the regional programmes included in the service are of high quality;
(c) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a suitable

proportion of the regional programmes included in the service consists of
programmes made in the area by reference to which they are regional
programmes;

(d) that the regional news programmes included in the service are broadcast for
viewing at intervals throughout the period for which the service is provided
and, in particular, at peak viewing times;

(e) that what appears to OFCOM, in the case of that service, to be a suitable
proportion of the other regional programmes that are included in the service
consists of programmes broadcast for viewing—

(i) at peak viewing times; and
(ii) at times immediately preceding or following those times.
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(5) Before imposing a condition under this section, OFCOM must consult the person on
whom it is to be imposed.

(6) The requirement to consult is satisfied, in the case of the imposition of a condition by
way of a variation of a licence, by compliance with section 3(4)(b) of the 1990 Act
(obligation to give opportunity to make representations about variation).

(7) A proportion is not to be regarded by OFCOM as suitable for the purposes of a
provision of this section if it constitutes less than a significant proportion of the
programmes in question.

(8) In this section—
“local Channel 3 service” means a regional Channel 3 service the provision

of which includes the provision (in pursuance of a determination under
section 14(3) of the 1990 Act) of different programmes for different parts of an
area or for different communities living within an area;

“local programme”, in relation to a service provided for different parts of an
area or for different communities, means a programme included in that service
for any of the parts of that area or for any of those communities, and “local
news programme” is to be construed accordingly;

“peak viewing time”, in relation to a service, means a time determined by
OFCOM to be, or to be likely to be, a peak viewing time for that service;

“programme” does not include an advertisement;
“regional programme”—

(a) in relation to a regional Channel 3 service, means a programme included
in that service with a view to its being of particular interest to persons
living within the area for which the service is provided;

(b) in relation to a national Channel 3 service, means a programme included
in that service with a view to its being of particular interest to persons
living within a particular area of the United Kingdom;

and “regional news programme” is to be construed accordingly.
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