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COMMUNICATIONS ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Networks, Services and the Radio Spectrum

Chapter 1: Electronic Communications Networks and Services

Section 58: Conditions about allocation and adoption of numbers

154. Subsections (1) and (2) allow OFCOM to set general conditions which provide for
the matters listed, which broadly cover the requirements to be complied with by
communications providers in respect of the adoption and use of telephone numbers;
procedures for applying to OFCOM for numbers to be allocated; procedures for
the adoption of numbers by communications providers; the circumstances in which
numbers are required to be transferred from one provider to another; and payments to
be made for allocation and transfer of numbers.

155. Subsection (5) provides that OFCOM may allocate particular telephone numbers by
means of an auction.

156. Subsections (6) to (9) apply to any conditions set by OFCOM that enable them to
determine the payments (including periodic payments) to be made to them in respect
of the allocation or transfer of telephone numbers. OFCOM must stipulate in such
conditions the principles in accordance with which they will determine the amounts
of any such payments. For example, the amount may be determined by reference to
bids at an auction, or to the costs incurred by OFCOM, or to any other factors OFCOM
may think fit. OFCOM may require payments to be made by means of a lump sum or
periodic payments or both. Conditions set subsequently may modify the amounts of
(or the method of determining) periodic payments, except where the amount of these
payments has been set by auction. Paragraph 16 of Schedule 18 (transitional provisions)
provides that any telephone numbers allocated to a holder of a licence granted under
section 7 of the Telecommunications Act 1984 shall be treated as if they were allocated
to that person under section 58. This section implements most of Part C of the Annex to
the Authorisation Directive. For more detailed information see the Table in Appendix 2.
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