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LICENSING ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

PART 2: Licensing authorities

Section 10 - Sub-delegation of functions by licensing committee etc.

47. Subsection (1) provides that a licensing committee may sub-delegate the exercise of its
functions to a sub-committee of the licensing committee, or to an officer of the licensing
authority. Subsection (2) provides that in turn, the sub-committee can delegate functions
to such an officer. Subsection (5) provides that such a delegation will, however, be
subject to any direction made by the licensing committee. Subsection (3) provides
that more than one such sub-committee or officer can discharge the same functions
at the same time: thus, for example, a busy licensing committee which is faced with
a high volume of licence applications could arrange for a number of licensing sub-
committees to deal with them in parallel. However, subsection (4) sets out certain
functions which may not be delegated to an officer. These are functions in respect of
which representations or objections have been made and with which it is appropriate
for the licensing committee or one of its licensing sub-committees to deal.
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