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COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 7: Offences

Substance

Section 145: Traffic in prostitution

364. Section 145 creates a criminal offence of trafficking people into, or out of, the United
Kingdom for the purpose of controlling them in prostitution. A person commits the
offence if he arranges for a person to enter or leave the United Kingdom and he intends
to control them in prostitution there or elsewhere, or he believes another person is likely
to control them in prostitution anywhere in the world. The offence is also committed
if a person arranges travel within the United Kingdom if he believes that the passenger
has been brought into the United Kingdom in order to be controlled in prostitution there
or elsewhere and he intends to control them in prostitution, or believes another person
is likely to do so, anywhere in the world. Controlling someone in prostitution means
exercising control, direction or influence over a prostitute’s movements in a way that
shows he is aiding, abetting or compelling prostitution.

365. The offence is triable either summarily or on indictment. The maximum penalty on
indictment is 14 years imprisonment, or an unlimited fine, or both.

366. Traffic in prostitution is designated a lifestyle offence under the Proceeds of Crime Act
2002 by paragraph 31 of Schedule 7 to this Act. The effect of this is that, where the
court is considering making a confiscation order, it must assume that all the defendant's
assets derive from his criminal conduct, unless he can prove otherwise. Because of the
territorial restriction of the offence, it is not included in the list of Scheduled offences
in Scotland.
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