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ENTERPRISE ACT 2002

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3: Mergers

Summary and Background

Chapter 4: Enforcement

Interim restrictions and powers

Section 80: Interim undertakings

233. This section allows the CC to accept undertakings from one or more parties to a merger
that they will not take any action that might prejudice the eventual outcome of the
merger reference. This is a new provision. Section 74 FTA 1973 allowed for an interim
order (see below) to be made during the course of a reference but made no provision
for accepting interim undertakings. In practice, undertakings have been sought and
accepted during this period, but on a non-statutory basis. This provision makes such
undertakings legally-binding.
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