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Adoption and Children Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 38

PART 1

ADOPTION

CHAPTER 3

PLACEMENT FOR ADOPTION AND ADOPTION ORDERS

Placement of children by adoption agency for adoption

21 Placement orders

(1) A placement order is an order made by the court authorising a local authority to place a
child for adoption with any prospective adopters who may be chosen by the authority.

(2) The court may not make a placement order in respect of a child unless—
(a) the child is subject to a care order,
(b) the court is satisfied that the conditions in section 31(2) of the 1989 Act

(conditions for making a care order) are met, or
(c) the child has no parent or guardian.

(3) The court may only make a placement order if, in the case of each parent or guardian
of the child, the court is satisfied—

(a) that the parent or guardian has consented to the child being placed for adoption
with any prospective adopters who may be chosen by the local authority and
has not withdrawn the consent, or

(b) that the parent’s or guardian’s consent should be dispensed with.

This subsection is subject to section 52 (parental etc. consent).

(4) A placement order continues in force until—
(a) it is revoked under section 24,



2 Adoption and Children Act 2002 (c. 38)
Part 1 – Adoption

Chapter 3 – Placement for adoption and adoption orders
Document Generated: 2024-04-03

Changes to legislation: Adoption and Children Act 2002, Section 21 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on
or before 03 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(b) an adoption order is made in respect of the child, or
(c) the child marries [F1, forms a civil partnership] or attains the age of 18 years.

“Adoption order” includes a Scottish or Northern Irish adoption order.
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