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ADOPTION AND CHILDREN ACT 2002

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1 – Adoption

Chapter 3  - Placement for Adoption and Adoption Orders

Section 51: Adoption by one person

147. Section 51 provides that an application may be made by one person who is 21 and is
not married.  In certain circumstances, an adoption application may be made by one
person who is married. A partner of a natural parent (which includes a person married
to the parent) may adopt the child of that natural parent (subsection (2)). This means
that the parent is no longer required to make a joint application to adopt his own child
with his partner, as is presently the case in respect of step-parent adoptions.  The term
“partner” is defined in section 144.
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