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EDUCATION ACT 2002

EXPLANATORY NOTES

SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND

Territorial Coverage

Part 6: The Curriculum in England

24. This Part makes provision for a National Curriculum in England, replacing sections
350 to 357 and 362 to 367 of the Education Act 1996 (EA 96), in England. It also re-
enacts sections 351 and 352 but with amendments to reflect the incorporation of the
foundation stage within the National Curriculum in England.

25. The Part introduces and provides for the areas of learning within the Foundation Stage.
It also separates the first, second and third key stages in England from the fourth key
stage and sets out that the National Curriculum shall comprise the attainment targets,
programmes of study and assessment arrangements in relation to each key stage. It
provides that in relation to the fourth key stage, the Secretary of State may amend the
subjects or abolish the Key Stage by order, and re-enacts the special cases provisions
of the EA 96.
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