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Proceeds of Crime Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 29

PART 5

CIVIL RECOVERY OF THE PROCEEDS ETC. OF UNLAWFUL CONDUCT

CHAPTER 2

CIVIL RECOVERY IN THE HIGH COURT OR COURT OF SESSION

Miscellaneous

283 Compensation

(1) If, in the case of any property to which [F1a property freezing order, an interim
receiving order, a prohibitory property order or an] interim administration order has
at any time applied, the court does not in the course of the proceedings decide that the
property is recoverable property or associated property, the person whose property it
is may make an application to the court for compensation.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if the court—
(a) has made a declaration in respect of the property by virtue of section 281, or
(b) makes an order under section 276.

(3) If the court has made a decision by reason of which no recovery order could be made
in respect of the property, the application for compensation must be made within the
period of three months beginning—

(a) in relation to a decision of the High Court in England and Wales, with the
date of the decision or, if any application is made for leave to appeal, with the
date on which the application is withdrawn or refused or (if the application is
granted) on which any proceedings on appeal are finally concluded,

(b) in relation to a decision of the Court of Session or of the High Court in
Northern Ireland, with the date of the decision or, if there is an appeal against
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the decision, with the date on which any proceedings on appeal are finally
concluded.

(4) If, in England and Wales or Northern Ireland, the proceedings in respect of the property
have been discontinued, the application for compensation must be made within the
period of three months beginning with the discontinuance.

(5) If the court is satisfied that the applicant has suffered loss as a result of the [F2order
mentioned in subsection (1) ], it may require the enforcement authority to pay
compensation to him.

(6) If, but for section 269(2), any right mentioned there would have operated in favour
of, or become exercisable by, any person, he may make an application to the court
for compensation.

(7) The application for compensation under subsection (6) must be made within the period
of three months beginning with the vesting referred to in section 269(2).

(8) If the court is satisfied that, in consequence of the operation of section 269, the right
in question cannot subsequently operate in favour of the applicant or (as the case
may be) become exercisable by him, it may require the enforcement authority to pay
compensation to him.

(9) The amount of compensation to be paid under this section is the amount the
court thinks reasonable, having regard to the loss suffered and any other relevant
circumstances.

[F3(10) In the case of an enforcement authority in relation to England and Wales or Northern
Ireland—

(a) the reference in subsection (5) to the enforcement authority is a reference
to the enforcement authority which obtained the property freezing order or
interim receiving order concerned, and

(b) the reference in subsection (8) to the enforcement authority is a reference to
the enforcement authority which obtained the recovery order concerned.]
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