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Anti-terrorism, Crime
and Security Act 2001

2001 CHAPTER 24

PART 7

SECURITY OF PATHOGENS AND TOXINS

66 Search warrants

(1) If, in England and Wales or Northern Ireland, on an application made by a constable
a justice of the peace is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for believing—

(a) that a dangerous substance is kept or used in any premises but that no notice
under section 59 is in force in respect of the premises, or

(b) that the occupier of any relevant premises is failing to comply with any
direction given to him under section 62 or 63,

and that any of the conditions mentioned in subsection (4) apply, he may issue a
warrant authorising a constable to enter the premises, if necessary by force, and to
search them.

(2) If, in Scotland, on an application made by the procurator fiscal the sheriff is satisfied
as mentioned in subsection (1), he may issue a warrant authorising a constable to enter
the premises, if necessary by force, and to search them.

(3) A constable may seize and retain anything which he believes is or contains a dangerous
substance.

(4) The conditions mentioned in subsection (1) are—
(a) that it is not practicable to communicate with any person entitled to grant entry

to the premises;
(b) that it is practicable to communicate with a person entitled to grant entry to

the premises but it is not practicable to communicate with any person entitled
to grant access to any substance which may be a dangerous substance;

(c) that entry to the premises will not be granted unless a warrant is produced;
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(d) that the purpose of a search may be frustrated or seriously prejudiced unless
a constable arriving at the premises can secure immediate entry to them.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Ss. 58-74 applied (with modifications) (19.5.2007) by The Part 7 of the Anti-terrorism, Crime and

Security Act 2001 (Extension to Animal Pathogens) Order 2007 (S.I. 2007/926), art. 2, Sch.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/24/section/58
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/926
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/926
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/926/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/926/schedule
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